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An ARO will work to:

the proceeds of criminal conduct
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EU and beyond.
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Council Decision 2007/845/JHA obliges 
Member States to set up or designate na�onal 
Asset Recovery Offices (“AROs”) as na�onal 
central contact points which facilitate, through 
enhanced coopera�on, the fastest possible 
EU-wide tracing of assets derived from crime. 
The Decision allows the AROs to exchange 
informa�on and best prac�ces, both upon 
request and spontaneously, regardless of their 
status (administra�ve, law enforcement or 
judicial authority). It requests AROs to 
exchange informa�on under the condi�ons 
laid down in Framework Decision 2006/960/
JHA2  (“the Swedish Ini�a�ve”) and in 
compliance with the applicable data 
protec�on provisions.

The Decision was also intended to support the 
CARIN (Camden Assets Recovery Inter-agency 
Network), a global network of prac��oners 
and experts aimed at enhancing mutual 
knowledge about methods and techniques for 
cross-border iden�fica�on, freezing, seizure 
and confisca�on of illicitly acquired assets. 
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How EU Asset Recovery Offices func�on

How many AROs?
Member States of the EU were required to 
designate at least 1 and up to a maximum of 2 
na�onal Asset Recovery Offices.

The size of the country and the legal system 
involved guided different Member States to 
designate 1 or 2 na�onal AROs.  

What are the �me limits?
Eight hours for urgent requests for 
informa�on and intelligence regarding serious 
offences when the requested informa�on or 
intelligence is held in a database that is 
directly accessible by a law enforcement 
authority.

One week for non-urgent requests for 
informa�on and intelligence regarding serious 
offences when the requested informa�on or 
intelligence is held in a database that is 
directly accessible by a law enforcement 
authority.

Two weeks in all other cases (database not 
directly accessible and/or request not related 
to a serious crime).   

How do AROs commuicate 
securely?
The secure and swi� transmission of sensi�ve 
and restricted data is essen�al. AROs 
accordingly use the Eurpol Secure Informa�on 
Exchange Network Applica�on (SIENA) to 
communicate directly with each other and to 
to exchange informa�on about assets to be 
seized, frozen or confiscated in EU countries.

ARO mee�ngs
All ARO offices meet at as a group at least 
twice a year. These mee�ngs are intended to 
enhance co-opera�on, iden�fy areas of work 
and research, and exchange best prac�ces.

AROs have established two expert subgroups 
on:

1) Asset management; and
2) Virtual currencies.
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Contac�ng your ARO
If you require the assistance of your county's
ARO to inden�fy and trace the proceeds of
crime both inside and outside of your country,
then you should speak with your ARO on the
best way to do this and how they can assist.

A full up to date lis�ng of AROs and their
contact details our available on the ARO
website. 
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