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ARO logo usage guidelines 
 

Under Article 1 of Council Decision 2007/845/JHA of the EU, each Member State is required 
to set up or designate a national Asset Recovery Office for the purposes of the facilitation of 
the tracing and identification of proceeds of crime and other crime related property which 
may become the object of a freezing, seizure or confiscation order made by a competent 
judicial authority in the course of criminal or, as far as possible under the national law of the 
Member State concerned, civil proceedings. 

A Member State may set up or designate a maximum of two Asset Recovery Offices. Member 
States may change the authority set up or designated as an ARO and are required to notify 
these changes to the General Secretariat of the Council in writing. 

Having regard to the large number of possible AROs across the EU (2 x 28), combined with the 
changing of designated authorities, there exists the possibility for confusion to arise in easily 
identifying an ARO. To avoid this confusion, it was agreed at the ARO meeting in Brussels (9th 
and 10th July) on the initiative of the Irish ARO to adopt a logo that may be used by all AROs 
across the EU. 

These Guidelines are produced to assets each ARO in adopting a standardised usage of the 
logo to ensure consistency of usage across the EU. 

The logo consists of two interlocking arrows representing 1) the identification and 2) the 
recovery of criminal assets, combined with the letters ARO and the EU stars. The stars used 
are a modified version of that found on the EU flag but in the ARO logo they are bigger. The 
lettering used in logo are custom designed lettering and accordingly should not be altered.  

The ARO logo may be used in conjunction with logos of the nationally designated ARO. It is 
not intended to replace a national ARO logo. Nationally designated AROs may be sub-offices 
of, for example, the police. The ARO logo may be used with the police logo as this will assist 
other AROs in easily identifying whether the request is a police request or an ARO request. 
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Colours 
The colours of the logo are the same as the official colours of the EU flag with the addition of 
white, namely: 

Sample Hexadecimal RGB 

 
ffffff 255/255/255 

 
003399 0/51/153 

 
ffcc00 255/204/0 

 

The colour blue is often associated with law enforcement, and the yellow colour used is 
similar to a gold colour representing money or wealth. When an ARO identifies an asset, it 
can then take steps to recover it. 

When colour printing is available, the ARO logo should be printed in full colour. When only 
black and white printing is available, the black and white version of the logo must be used in 
place of the blue/yellow version. 

 

Blue/Yellow/White Version Black/White Version 

  
 

The logo contains a white border so as to ensure the logo remains clear against a coloured 
background, for example: 

Blue/Yellow/White Version Black/White Version 
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Digital Versions of the logo 
The logo was originally designed and saved as an SVG file. This ensures that the logo may be 
supplied to printers or converted to other file formats without loss of quality. 

 A WMF version is available, and MUST be used when creating MS Word, Powerpoint, 
etc documents. WMF is a lossless version. Alternatively, if using non-Word software, 
such as Libreoffice/Openoffice, the SVG version MUST be used. 
 

 PNG may be used for solely digital formats such a webpages. 
 

 JPG, GIF, etc versions should not be used. 

 

ARO logo size 
Where the logo is used with other logos horizontally, then the ARO logo should be same 
height as all other logos. 

 

Example: 

 

Where the ARO logo is used vertically, then the ARO logo should be the same width as all 
other logos. 
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Example: 

 

 

 

Good examples of usage 
The following are good examples of usage of the ARO logos. These could be contained on 
official documentation such as at the bottom of a brochure, information booklet, website, 
etc. 

 

 

The Criminal Assets Bureau is a nationally designated 
Asset Recovery Office under Article 1 of Council Decision 
2007/845/JHA of the EU (www.assetrecoveryoffice.eu). 

 

 

The Criminal Assets Bureau is a nationally designated 
Asset Recovery Office under Article 1 of Council Decision 
2007/845/JHA of the EU (www.assetrecoveryoffice.eu). 
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The logo may be used in conjunction with one or more official languages. 

 

 

 
Oifig um Aisghabháil Sócmhainní 

Asset Recovery Office 
 
 

 

Limited Modified Usage 
In certain circumstances, part of the logo may be omitted and only the letters with the EU 
stars used. This should only be used in limited circumstances. This may be used as a footer 
to a document where the full logo has been displayed prominently.  

An example of this is: 
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A full listing of each ARO limited modified usage is listed below: 
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Bad examples of usage 

  
Low resolution PNG/JPG Colour change 

  
Vertical Compression Horizontal compression 

  
Additions (eg text) Removals (eg stars) 

  

Black & white version where 
colour version required 

Rotation 

 
 

Insufficient spacing between 
logos 

White border removed 
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